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August 7, 1903 1260 

[Reports to the Surgeon-General Public Health and Marine-Hospital Service.] 
Plague death in San Francisco barter iologically confirmed. 

TELEGRAM. 

San Fkancisco, Cal., July 31, 1903. 
Wyman, Washington : 

Diagnosis bacteriologically confirmed in case 97. 

Blue. 

Report on two cases of plague in Latin quarter. 

The following is received from Passed Assistant Surgeon Blue, 
under date of July 23: 

Pietro Spadafora, a railroad laborer, aged 36 years, sickened on the 
15th at 19 Jasper place. He was removed to the Southern Pacific 
Hospital, on Mission street, where he died July 19, after the disease 
had run a course marked by high temperature and prostration. The 
circumstances surrounding this case were sufficient to arouse suspicion 
and to cause a report to be sent to the city health officer. Upon 
investigation, Mrs. Pietro Brancato, the man's mother, was found 
sick at 19 Jasper place. The history obtained showed that the two 
fell ill about the same time with chill, high temperature, and inguino- 
femoral adenitis. The woman died on the 20th, having lived a little 
more than a day longer than her son. 

In both cases the gross pathological findings in the spleen and 
inguino-femoral glands were practically the same. The cervical and 
submaxillary glands and right lung were involved in the case of the 
mother. Abundant organisms having the staining properties of the 
B. pestis were demonstrated in the glands and spleen. 

Pietro Spadafora worked for the Southern Pacific Company in their 
yards at Third and Townsend streets. On his way home in the even- 
ing he passed through Chinatown, and it is believed that he purchased 
vegetables, fruits, and probably other goods of the Chinese dealers in 
cheap stuff. Another probable source of infection is the rotten timber 
now being thrown out of unsanitary buildings, which, it is believed, 
has been stolen at times and used for firewood by the poorer class of 
Italians. Jasper place is an alley east of Stockton and between Union 
and Filbert streets, in about the center of the densely populated Latin 
quarter. On the whole, the buildings in this quarter are in a better 
sanitary condition than those of Chinatown. They are comparatively 
new, of frame structure, and generalh T well ventilated and clean. 
Many of the back areas and cellars, however, are in a foul condition 
from accumulations of garbage and seepage of water. 

Contrary to our expectations, the house-to-house inspection which 
was immediately ordered has created little or no opposition from the 
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people of this the most cosmopolitan district of the city. It is a ques- 
tion to be determined by testing the rats of the district for infection 
whether this is an extension of the disease to the Latin quarter or 
whether the infection of these people was accidental and brought 
about by handling goods from Chinatown. No rat mortalit}' has as 
yet been observed in that locality. 

Note. — In the case first mentioned plague was bacteriologically 
verified, as stated in telegram of July 31. In the second, bacterio 
logical investigation is not 3-et complete. 

Report on rats from city wharf and Chinese, Japanese, and Latin 
quarters, examined during the week ended Jidy %5, 1903. 

The following is received from Assistant Surgeon Currie, under 
date of July 25, through Passed Assistant Surgeon Blue: 

Number of rats caught alive 76 

Number found dead 7 

Number showing lesions of phosphorous poisoning 

Number showing pest infection 

Statistical reports of States and cities of the United States — Yearly 

and monthly. 

California. — Reports to the State board of health for the month 
of June, 1903, from 36 cities and towns having an aggregate estimated 
population of 935,675, show a total of 1,215 deaths, including diphthe- 
ria 18, enteric fever 17, measles 9, scarlet fever 5, whooping cough 13, 
and 161 from phthisis pulmonalis. 

Colorado — Denver. — Month of June, 1903. Estimated population, 
175,000. Total number of deaths, 192, including diphtheria 9, enteric 
fever 2, scarlet fever 1, whooping cough 1, and 45 from tuberculosis. 

Connecticut — Bridgeport. — Month of June,1903. Estimated popu- 
lation, 82,128. Total number of deaths, 87, including enteric fever 1, 
scarlet fever 1, and 10 from tuberculosis. 

Illinois — Belleville. — Two weeks ended July 25, 1903. Estimated 
population, 17,800. Total number of deaths, 22, including 2 from 
tuberculosis. 

Massachusetts — Lynn. — Month of May, 1903. Estimated popula- 
tion, 72,497. Total number of deaths, 79, including enteric fever 1, 
whooping cough 1, and 5 from tuberculosis. 

Month of June, 1903. Total number of deaths, 73, including en- 
teric fever 1, whooping cough 1, and 4 from tuberculosis. 

Michigan. — Reports to the State board of health, Lansing, for the 
week ended July 25, 1903, from 83 observers, indicate that enteric 
fever, intermittent fever, cholera morbus, whooping cough, scarlet 
fever, inflammation of bowels, cholera infantum, dysentery, erysipe- 



